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Informed Consent
Informed consent is a process, not just a form.  Information must be presented in such a way that enables persons to voluntarily decide whether to participate as a research subject.  Therefore, informed consent must be requested in language that is appropriate to the people being asked to participate.  The sample consent form contains the basic elements of informed consent as identified in and required by the Federal Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects, 45 CFR 46.

For research involving individuals under the age of 18, include a consent form asking the parent to consent to the participation of their child and asking the minor if he or she agrees to participate in the research, depending on whether the child is capable of assenting.  The consent form should contain all the elements of the sample consent form provided. However, the parental permission form should be written in language appropriate for parents granting permission for their child’s involvement rather than as though they themselves will be participating. When determining whether the child is capable of assenting, take into account the ages, maturity, and psychological state of the children involved.  Forms should be written in age-appropriate language.

For research involving individuals with impaired decision-making capabilities, prepare a consent form to ask the subject and the subject’s authorized representative for consent to the participation of the research subject.  When determining whether the subjects are capable of assenting, take into account the decision-making capacity of the research subjects.

Suggested Text for Consent Forms

Copy and paste text, where applicable, into your Consent Form.  The suggested text should be modified appropriately for the specifics of your study.
Audio taping/Videotaping/Photographs/Digital Recordings

This research project involves making [audiotapes/videotapes/photographs] of you.  [Then explain why the tapes/photos are being made, who will have access to them, where they will be stored, and when (or if) they will be destroyed]

___  
I agree to be [videotaped/audiotaped/photographed] during my participation in this study.

___  
I do not agree to be [videotaped/audiotaped/photographed] during my participation in this study.

Research Projects Involving Data Collection in a Classroom

Participation is not a course requirement.  You and your class members have non-research options for earning the same amount of credit [describe the options for earning the same amount of credit.  The options must not be more difficult than participation in the research.]
Research Projects Involving Prisoners

Your decision to participate or not participate in this research project will not affect or influence the length of your sentence, your parole, or any other aspect of your incarceration.  Also, if you decide to participate and then leave the study before it is over, that will not affect or influence the length of your sentence, your parole, or any other aspect of your incarceration.

Certificate of Confidentiality

We will do our best to keep your personal information confidential.  To help protect your confidentiality, ________ ____________ [Include a description of the procedures to maintain the confidentiality of the data, e.g. having locked filing cabinets and storage areas, using identification codes only on data forms, and using password-protected computer files.  

For anonymous records, state those names and other identifiers will not be placed on surveys or other research data.  For coded identifiable information, state the following, if applicable (1) your name will not be included on the surveys and other collected data; (2) a code will be placed on the survey and other collected data; (3) through the use of an identification key, the researcher will be able to link your survey to your identity; and (4) only the researcher will have access to the identification key.]  If we write a report or article about this research project, your identity will be protected to the maximum extent possible.
To help us further protect your privacy, we have obtained a Certificate of Confidentiality from _________________________ [Name of agency issuing the Certificate of Confidentiality]. With this Certificate, the researchers cannot be forced to disclose information that may identify you, even by a court subpoena, in any federal, state, or local civil, criminal, administrative, legislative, or other proceeding.  We may, however, release identifying information in some circumstances.  For example, the Certificate cannot be used to resist a demand for information from personnel of the United States Government that is used for auditing or evaluation of federally funded projects or for information that must be disclosed in order to meet the requirements of the federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

You should also understand that a Certificate of Confidentiality does not prevent you or a member of your family from voluntarily releasing information about yourself or your involvement in this research.  If an insurer, employer, or other person obtains your written consent to receive research information, then the researchers may not use the Certificate to withhold that information. 

The Certificate of Confidentiality also does not prevent the researchers from voluntarily disclosing identifying information, and the researchers may notify appropriate individuals and/or authorities if information comes to their attention concerning child abuse or neglect or potential harm to you or others. [Modify as needed to include any other conditions under which disclosure would be made (e.g., abuse or neglect of the developmentally disabled or vulnerable adults, reportable communicable diseases, etc.).  If no such disclosures will be made, the researchers should provide an explanation in the IRB Application.]
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